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i. On 24 June 1949 a neating of the Schools and Education Cornmiscion of the © 


Ruesian Zone was held in the offices of the SED Central Secretariat in Berlin. 


The Commission coneists of the following: 


Stefan leymann, head of the Kultur 


and Ergiehum: section of tho SED, Sigrid Sehwarg and Wolfgang Groth, specialisia 
from that seetion, Hans Sichert, head of the Schools section of the Education 
Administration (DVV), Karl Sothmenn, oditor-inechief of the periodical Dig 

Heuse Selmle and leader of the "Freunde der neuen Schule (a parent=teacher 
organization), and Mex Kreuziger, SED education specialist in the Berlin elty 
goverment, as well as a school specialist from cach of the SED state head= 
quarters, tho division heads of the State Education ltnistries, two repre= 
sentatives of the zonal teachers! trade union, one representetive of the educa= 
tion section of the Demokratiecher Fraucnbund Deutsehlands (DFD), and one 


representative of the DVY. 


2,. A speech by Stefan Neymann erphasised that the principles of Marxism mat be 
applied ineroasingly te the field of pedagogy. Fe stated that the Kulturbund 
had ronched 2 point of stagnation and thet 14 ws not in e position to accomplish 
the education ains of the SED, tut that it could sponeor the "Freunde der neuen 
Sehule". Ueynann stated that the present goals of the SED were a) to raise tho 
general education standards of the schools on an "anti-fascist-denoeratic basis", 
b) to create a noy intelligentsia from the ranks of the workinc classes, and c) 
to develop a teaching corps which would be both politically conscious and profes~ 
sionslly qualified, leymann recommended intensified shop~group type activity 
in the sehools, and warned cgainst CDU and LDP influence in the schools, pax~ 
tdoviarly the CDU, as it fails to dissociate the church from the school. 


3. Wolfgang Groth and Sigrid Schwarz read reports on the decisions of the Politbkro 
of the CED for improving the educational system, . Seme of the decisions dealt 
with practies1 problems such as salary, school buildings, hot school Juncheons, 
ate, Tho Politbkro is to orgenizo a pedagogical Aktiv, the mevbers of which are 
to be naned by the Sducetion Section of the Central Secrotariat of the SED in 
cooneration with the Porsonnel Seetion of the Central Sceretariat. The pedarogical 
Alttiv will be responsible for the ideological theoretical guidance of the 
tonehers and the educational system in general. Ceginning 15 Januory 1950, four 
months! courses will be given ab the Karl Uarx Hochselmle for taachers, to be 
followed Inter by special courses at sehoole mintained by the SED Land 


organizations. 
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fn tne discugsions which followed, objections were raised by Siebert and 
Sothminn to ‘leymann's proposals that the Kulturbund should sponsor the 
"Freunde der neuen Schule", It was desided by the commission that the 
Kulturbund would not assumo this function, and that if any organization — 
wera to sponsor the "Freunde der neuen Selule" it shoud be the FOGB or 
the OFD. 
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